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Billie Preston Interview 9/1977, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Collection 
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“Two defy Aurora over horse Patches” 3/11/1957, (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora History 

Museum Collection 

“Livestock in Aurora gets eviction notice” 3/15/1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora 

History Museum Collection 
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“Neighbors frown on horse woman rides to town” 1/17/1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, 

Aurora History Museum Collection 

“Mrs. Preston to fight order for Patches’ Patches” 3/14/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora 

History Museum Collection 
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“Aurora’s celebrated Mare, 26, living quietly” 2/7/1960 Denver Post. city of Aurora, Aurora History 

Museum Collection 
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“Pony Patches still in Aurora” 1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum 

Collection 

“Council hears pleas of Patches friends 2/21/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora History 

Museum Collection 
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Billie Preston on Patches, 1940-1950 

city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum photography collection P1990.5466 

 
Children on Patches, July 1962 

city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum photography collection P1990.15009 
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Billie Preston and Patches: Assessment 
The following is an except from an “interview” with Patches 

 
 

Patches tells her story 2/7/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Collection 

 

For that matter, it is still pretty much open country. The property of 

Billie and her husband covers two and one half acres: a full city block. There 

is nothing on the North except open land at the end of Stapleton Airport 

runways. Except for one small house, there are no homes across the street 

on the East and that place is nearly a block from my corral. There are no 

houses on the South of the property and nothing facing us on the West 

because an alley runs through there. 

 

 Now you would think that with all this open space around me no one 

could complain, wouldn’t you! But like George Gobel says “So there you are 

and here I am.” Between you and me, Ed, I have heard rumors that I am 

being used as the goat in this thing. Some persons think that my owner will 

sell the property if they make me go, but that isn’t true. Billie says she will 

not sell the land even if they take me away. 

 

 


