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hard to put together, but when you got up there, they was awfully

heavy.
Int: I don't think I could do it!
B.P.: Well, you have t build a scaffold, you know, and you lay o many

blocks up there, and you take your .mortar up there and your water
and you lay things out, You get enough up there for one day's work.
Of course, you have to come down and get more mortar, of course,
but the blocks are already there. I put them up every evening and
the next morning I mixed the mortar and started in.

Int: About how long did it take you?
B.P.: I don't know, I just kept goin' until i finished it.
Int : Well, I'm sure you are proud of it! And you have lived here, let's

see, 31 years? You've seen a lot of changes in 31 years.

B.P.: Yeah, in Aurora, yeah.

Int: You got Patches when he was about two. What year was that?

B,P.: By golly, I forgot. It was in the forties, I think, or the fifties.

Int: Let's see, in this story, she is 26 and she died at 28. So that
would have been 19717 Did she die about 6 years ago?

B.P.3 6 or 7, yeah,

Int: So 27 from 71, That would have been 1944.  Did you have her
when you built the house ?

B.P.: No, 1 got her when I was building it.

Int: That was around 1946 or so?

B.P.: Uh-huh., Somewhere in there.

Int: Did you just get her as a pet or did you really get her to ride and
show ?

B.P.: No, you see, I didn't have a car and I would have to go to the store

and get groceries, | knew how to make those bags, you know,
like paper bags, only not so big and I would put these over the back
of the saddle and put the groceries on cach side and bring them
home. And I would go down to the icehouse down on Colfax and put
50 pounds of ice on each side and bring them home.
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What did Patches think of that?
Nothin'

It might have seemed cold, Was Patches a he or a she?

B.P.: She, Patches Rose was her name,
Int, : I have the feeling that all your pets like you.
B.P.: Do you like me? Tell her where you sleep at night, Or can you?

I sleep in my bed like this, you know, and he sleeps right there.

Int.: Well, anyway, Patches wag a pretty familiar character around town,
wasn't she?

B, P,: Uh-huh,

Int,: This article about her was real nice.

B.P,: You ought to read some of the ;nhers.

Int. : I will. Here it says that the pair was in [requent demand for

parades, So what parades did they have?

B.P.: Well, they had the Gateway to the Rockies Parades--they czlled them at
first. And that's where I told you they had the parade at first and
then they would have the pancakes-- the first of May and then when
Christmas season opened.

Int.: So that's when you gave rides?

B.P.: Uh~-huh.

Int. : And what did you do with the money?

B.P.: Well, I told you I give it to, oh, | can't remeémber her name, but

she worked out there at the Chamber of Commerce and I turned it
in to her to pay for that Gateway to the Rockies sign.

Int, : Well, I'm sure you helped with a lot of other things too. You helped
sell poppies for the Veterans of Foreign Wars,

B.P,: Ok posh, I'm sure I sold more poppies than anybody in town, [I'd get my
horse with a whole bunch of poppies, and the post office was down there
where the telephone company 18 now on Elmira and
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16th. That's where the post office was. Cause it moved from over
there to over here, And I'd take those poppies and I'd hit that back
door. She stuck her head inside. She'd look around like that, And
they would come out there, Boy they d put the money in and sure take
the poppies! I'd say, "I'm not gettin'  out of here until you all get
over here.' She'd stand there.

Int:

When you went shopping there were people all over town that would
give her sugar.

B.P.: Carrot or apple.

Int: Now right here it says she was involved in one accident, Did some-
one hit her?

B.P.: Yeah,

Int: But she wasn't hurt ?

B.P. No.

Int.: That was pretty lucky, wasn't it?

B.P.: Well, it happened right up here on Colfax and Havana. I was going
up Havana. | was givin' my left hand turn and I turned right in the
middle of Colfax and this kid was right behind me and he ran right into
me instead of turning around her. He run right into her, but it didn't
hurt her.

Int: Well for a horse that's pretty lucky. You know, it could have broken
her leg or something.

B.P.: Oh yeah. They would have had to kill her right there,

Int,: Well, I guess all those years you were in traffic you were lucky that
was the only time,

B.P,: Well, not everybody knowed it but a horse has the right of way over all
moving vehicles.

Int. : Even today?

B. P: Fven today, It's right down there in the Capitol building where &all
the laws is. And way back and you'll find it still there. [ did know
the page, but I forgot.

Int: Well, tell me about the time--let's see it was in 1857 when the

City Council said that Patches had to go. She couldn't ride the
streets anymore,

Billie Preston Interview 9/1977, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Collection
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MUST MARE MOVE? _ PO ST X

“They're Just picking on me—
o there are other horses I Aurors
Jbesides Patehes, ™
That's bow Mrs, Broyee E
J"Hilly™ Preston, 2191 Havana
5L, oumer of Patches, & 10ywar
|nllm,m1edherdenumd
JAurars city officials’ efforts to
Ret 1o horse out of the oity.
Mrs. Preston and her hus
hand kave until Apel 1 to re.
meve  Fatches, the conple's
only means of transperiation,
It the borse is still in Soun
| then, the city will ile conrt ne-
tisn 1o Bave the mare bammed
from tows, City Manager Earl
P. Sandgnist warsed.
"We're standing pat”™ Mrs,
Preston said. “Patches is ene
titled 10 stay. She was here be-

|Two Defy Aurora
'Over Horse 'Patches’ - -

fove the
she said

~

Mrs, Presten dnncd'M Ll /

because & real sstate man s
trying 1o get ha hasds on her
properiy. “I know of st least
five other horses fu town—lour
on Peoria SL and ese on K,
Collax,'"

Putches jsn't the nulsance that
alfrplanes landing and taking off
from Stapleton tield are, Mrs.
Presion said. "“You can bear the
nirplanes sll ‘the time, but you
don't even know Patches s here
until you see her™ she sald.

the oity was “pleking” en her __'|

Sandguist said Mrs. Preston’s

charges are “ridicudoss.” There
have mever bess coenplaints of
other horses in Aurors, be suid,

———r

Gets 'Evic

| Animals within the city limits
of Aurora had befler start look-
ing tor new bomes.
“Towir days inside the city
bered,” City Manager
Sandquist warned Fri-

are
Eard P.
day.
Suadguist's waruing came
after o Deaver Pust survey
Thursday turned up 40 head of
caltle, two milk cows, twe
" 1| borses, twe geess and scores
| of ddckess in Amrors.

| The survey followod charges
‘| by Mrs. Bryce E. “Billy” Pres-
ton, 2381 Havana St, that her
cowpony, Patches, wain'l the
only animal i the cily. Aurors
officials have given Mrs. Pres.
ton umtl April 1 o remove
| Patehes, anly mesns of trans-
| portation for Mrs, Prestom and
hor husband,

| Mrs. Presion's charge about
Olher animals was only &
“smdescreen,” Sandquist said,
“Bat, pevertheless, the animals
are golng 10 have 1o go, Our
[ 2erg reguiations make no pro-
visions for agricultural zones."

i e

lfg, ey

on

Livestock in Aurorg, 2

Notice

The ecattle berd Is being
meved eutulde the city now,
Sasdguist sad. “And appar-
ently Red, Aurora’s second
horse, Is ouly in town for
short perieds.”™
Sandquist would not venture
sn official Opinin aboute the
Eeene,

“They might qualily as pets if
they stay indoors,™ he said,

Warm Skies
Due to Last
Over Friday |

Doover weather will  stay
beight and warmer untll late Sx¢
wrday, the U.S. weather bure |

city officiale came,”" —! |

{EDGAR C, ARMES. + 4444 seassssasssasnssssss EDITO
|MARY B, BELL. + o « 4 vuvanvrassasss SOCIETY ED
FRANK MOLINARO. & 4 ssusussys s o CIRCULATION MANAGE: Y

LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE = 25¢ per month - $3,00 per yea'

-

The subject of 'Patches’
honchdbu:%l
Johnston, At least one
M.Mm
from the clty limits, There were
addressed the council in P

;
g

Mmcmmm:mw,mmmmﬂnned or
already wm,.mrmmcuywn:’m:
mnsbemmrtdolmbywrul.mmwum
on the advice of the Clry Attoraey. If the directive s not com-
plied with, the city administrston will bring suit against e
owner of the animal mnm»brumw-m
Preswn, dirough ber anorney, can then present ber case In the
Mmme’sCocnbr-mhhm.

Evcryomlmwsmuhmddanubnbrmmd&cn
ﬁ h:lxc'lnn Cherry Hills
: 568 ve ry . There are horses by the dogens
in Limdeton,, exclusive of the race tnd.udhnb’mlmm
rmmhnl.wmnnym:onmmud

one looely old borse that minds fts
of wwn (if it were a few hundred feet
an

shid Friduy. P is our guess that when the ordinance was drawn up in 1910
However, colder weally dnclxycwncﬂnuwbowa.mbnmmm
possibly some. Snow we’ | of a pet saddle horse on the edge of the city, If the present
cast for Saturday nigh clty councll is willing % stretch a Jong podes o include Patches
. P as undesirable according w the terms of this old ordinance, it
Denver's . high” seemns © us they could stretch a polnt i the opposite

ding of 38 7 l and cansider thar Patches 1s not & public nudsance,

o - o . LJ .._mk

clubs within the city Hmits, There are many |

¥

L]

“Two defy Aurora over horse Patches” 3/11/1957, (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora History

Museum Collection
“Livestock in Aurora gets eviction notice” 3/15/1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora

History Museum Collection
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/OLD WEST NEVER LIKE THIS o PR

Neighbors Frown on Horse
Woman Rides to Town

A remnant of the ald West when|be could keep it 2¢ Jong as it lived,| In other action, counell awarded
even wamen yodo horses 16 town|bdt could not get another, the $400,000 park bond issue
came under fire at the Aurora w}:cnﬁu:zubmenwu:nnot passed last November 10 the
S e Mm.y nw o3 m:‘bu[ were ll')'lﬂ‘ to * m.‘;s;iﬂll'ﬂ’ Trust & SIVM Bank of
to get rid of Mre. Bryce E. lLife miserable” so he and his wife|Chicago. The Harris interest bid
“Billy" Preston's horse, Patches. 'would move cut and sell their|om the boeds was 26388, Jowest of

The petition, with 73 names, [Property. six bidders.
jasked for relief from alleged con-|, E——
ditions around the Prestons’ home

st 2381 Havana St It stated that - e b
in sddition to the horse, there
l Mrs.

— -

-

i
§
%

Aurora(Tolo,) ADVOCATE
%‘:eu-e dews, sty Mot l’ustol TO Thurstay, Marca 14, 157
ure

,,.,.‘;Lﬁ‘“"‘ oo ntes 6= | - Fight Order For  Arm Blown Of
_— wee o mice  Patches’-Patches  Firecracker Bl

erocted Manz | Mrs. Blly Preston, owner of Willlam B, Guatber, 26,
B Samiqrie 5 ke aeee | | *Paiches’, the controversial Aur- Mar Parkway, is fn seri

-

to the X , their only means of trans- Sunday In a fleld southes
IM.’:;. mm.ho\;‘:u:t.m portation, If this has not been done, dty.

It was & colt. He s heh-dnn the city will fils court action ©

Elumndiuunm city that| | have the horse banmed from wwn.  There Is a great deal

“Neighbors frown on horse woman rides to town” 1/17/1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora,
Aurora History Museum Collection

“Mrs. Preston to fight order for Patches’ Patches” 3/14/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora
History Museum Collection
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MRS BRYCE PRESTON TAKES A RIDE,
The Awave merm

Dawves Pugt Fagw by Dane Sorme
NOW A RaAt OCCASION, ON PATCHES
fow 28 yoors ols, No ‘anger s wsed 0n srrands in the city,

Aurora’'s Celebrated
Mare, 26, Living Quietly

By PECGY KING | Wearig & cowboy hat, boots Towever, Bille ber bushard!

Deever Foat Tose Writer  land dlse Jemns ase hammingland Patebes steed firm ase bi

AUNDRA — Patcnes. fhe col. & westem song. Rille wen| clded % fight De sctson
chrated mare whs has >“",“'ln.-u.:'. her daily busicess gn | The sty wig pocked W by
b lardmark in Aurocs, recere- (Mtback, haesing her pince inlnews services and the Preosscs

1¥ Secame 2 yeary 3 tradéc and sigesiing tung nm-!nm.m Mctersy of m):um—'
|der 2ms el fram Ihrsugbout the coin-
The pairs h beloags ) The horse wa realved in oos| iry

Nrs. Beyor (Bille] Preston. 88 laceident Quring 28 years in trad The case went lo rourt and)?
ol T81 Mavans 8! wag retired ine A narves octocist taking sy dismised by Menkipal
Sxree pears ago lrom = iy driving fes! with an Ars e B L Jerden afler 38
Lation: duties afer & & Ol patoe Cousty exarsiner M1 tue fence was preventeg that me!l
& be actack Amal fram the rear duritg|mare bod deen sheitered tn thelt
Fhe saw ods & somionciof s W run Paeches was ot [proserty 3t § fims whee thei”
e in the pasturs Sebind, and e deo driver's licerse Poperty was svlside 1he city|t
§ hore g wix tepued thal day {Hmits wed the e way woed |
U FUEn Sagin that] The pelr was in freguant de |agriceiiucal
i wpred ber farg Tor paraces seflisg PO The mars. who lad been par ,‘
Price te Ser attuck. Patches| ées for the Veterans of Yoreige chased frem & US marshal inl *
NS slmesl o dudy wisiter 1o|Wars, Peet M3, and ol Elzabeny, Colo, a5 3 Jyene
Be ciir's busnes Sistrket  |ing tops for residests a1 Ridgeldld, came e Ser Mavara St
Whetler har owner was paying SC9891 3t Chetatmas time Ihorte in IM5. The progerty |
* waler Wl shopzing for gro-| Afirattisy chidren like e [ocovers 24 acoes ind & nawl
TRrSx o attendirg ctarck  [Pied Piper of Hamin, Blllie| boundud by homes oo e wesl !,
TVice, Patcher stand Lith o shared her Pt v chiklaad soath, Stapdeton Ficdd on
Selly wherw st hac hees e Beloew e » Feired, jthe seeth s Mosrkead Mesno- | N
porked” wEn fhe reing drop-| Patches wie being riddes by | rial Park on the eaxt 4
e 2 e grogrd | pecond geseraton whe had OTHERS BANRED i
e shosls of Face mmﬂ“lura et porems FRminice|  As long o5 ste livey, Pdl.ful'“’
“ho were timicted frem park. S295t the limass berse [will be sldowed 1o remalin
W because the space was tak | FOPULAR ANTMAL here ste is Howsver, after herlne
0y & bocse week ushendes. | When Billie g Pashes  [death. fhe Prestees may st lem
Mry Prestm — BAlt g T4 10 loex, basnesmes keep anelher losse o that le- o
o MM eacused themsrives s pet e |catian Im
s sgu pre SN0 oare, 208 peticemen dug Mie! At 3, Bve mare is siower [nldls
Wrling ane ddst sngrale their packets for lumpe of 3 P, DUt el In enthaatasm for | (e
ay whsl g 'n:l fon A messy melas C
T | I e Merse waskt setived |Saler, she bus to have Aer mu~‘;¢x
3 $he develsped U Nabit of gk 2le washed after overy feast| Mg
New M‘“ Artist N e head vt car windaws 'to koup Nies away ith
SOH MOV;. P,ogfcm W atiercon. The same .;ulm| Heart medicine s pawdared o
5 buscs whith ded stopgedd to Sarss s added o har grain =2
licather Pariiessr. § New | uriog pasespery Itwiee & day |pen
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Zealond wrtin), will sbow vans ihes became 3 Mer &2-yearofd misiress rides |STY
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“Aurora’s celebrated Mare, 26, living quietly” 2/7/1960 Denver Post. city of Aurora, Aurora History

Museum Collection
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Council Hears Pleas Of Pafches’. Friends

City Clerk, Ray B, Johnston, 1s shown In photo  tha same way about the horss. City Manager Earl
reading the pleaofRoselynSmith, 12, 2208 Jama~ Sandquist, left, and Councilman Jerry Garbarino
ica, o allow Hilly Preston's horse, Patches, 10 are shown reading other letters from residents
live out the balanceofltslife undisturbed. Roselyn's  who are not in accord with the edict to get rid of
letier o the City Council contalned signatires the pet animal,
of more than forty children and adulis who feel ’

- . - - wian The nenel meambere wdt be : SO W 0 WA A

-

|APRIL 1 DEADLINE (957

Pony Patches Still in Aurora

Paiches, famed Aurora m;uwm bo determined by Laslio|as she Jives, but he cannot keep
pony, Monday was contentedly | Gilloed, city attomey. another horse,
graxing inside the suborban| ‘Tt 5 .J.l-'ﬂ ® rouline 2o0ing| The hassie followed petitions
city's limits and switching her | Yi0lation,” Sandquist said. Jby meighbors, presented to the
| tail at the city administeation, | Gifford, however, I8 out off g souncil over & year ago,

Early In February Aurora ol fown until Apeil 20 Richard L. leomplaining shout Patches and

PE Groener, assistant city altormey, gt
"r:'lo:.:::?’,tl?;im'y :;::‘;d 5830 b would have to confer|Other livestock Xept by ‘the
ours .

with Sandquist to determine the | Presion’s,
Monday the battia was at a clty’s stand,

standstill, Patches was still “at Patches 10, s the Preston’s
hama™ ta all visitars and el 0 e s Dubee thas r!?‘”.“md’- Tak.:‘“

“Pony Patches still in Aurora” 1957 (newspaper unknown) city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum
Collection

“Council hears pleas of Patches friends 2/21/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora History
Museum Collection

Aurora History Museum ¢ 15051 E. Alameda Pkwy, Aurora, 80012 « 303-739-6660



ity of Aurora - Aurora History Museum Photographic Collections

Billie Preston on Patches, 1940-1950
city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum photography collection P1990.5466
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Children on Patches, July 1962
city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum photography collection P1990.15009
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Billie Preston and Patches: Assessment
The following is an except from an “interview” wi_th Patches

——F T wwwny »

ooe stmall house, there are n l;;r;
Toss the street on the Eas: ad
that place (3 tearly a block from my
corral. There are mo bouses on the
Sowmth of the property and nothing
facing us on the West becasse an
alley runs through there.

Now, you would think that with
all this open space around me mo
one could complain, wouldn*t you!
But ke Goorge Gobel says, “So
g::n you are and here -l .Am-'

iween you and me,

.I xm::;l’ that matier, it is sel) preery heard rumors that | mli.ln; :‘;
B nm(;pm country. The property @5 the goat in this thing. Same per-
of B and ber busband covers %ons think thar my ownes will seil

i n:m Salfl acres: a fall ciry e property §f they make me go

« “AGTe i5 nothing on the North  but that fsn't troe, Billie savs e

o open land at the end of Sta- WIIl Not sell the land even §f ¢

pleton Afrport runways. Excepe for take me away, e

Patches tells her story 2/7/1957 Aurora Advocate. city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Collection

For that matter, it is still pretty much open country. The property of
Billie and her husband covers two and one half acres: a full city block. There
is nothing on the North except open land at the end of Stapleton Airport
runways. Except for one small house, there are no homes across the street
on the East and that place is nearly a block from my corral. There are no
houses on the South of the property and nothing facing us on the West

because an alley runs through there.

Now you would think that with all this open space around me no one
could complain, wouldn’t you! But like George Gobel says “"So there you are
and here I am.” Between you and me, Ed, I have heard rumors that I am
being used as the goat in this thing. Some persons think that my owner will
sell the property if they make me go, but that isn’t true. Billie says she will
not sell the land even if they take me away.
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